RUSSIAN ENGINEER

A rash action, but one that, by a stroke of good
luck, saved me. He was afraid to go too far, but it
was only my British nationality of which he was
afraid* The fact that I asserted it at the right moment
and told him what must have been in his mind
throughout all his blustering saved me. He climbed
down and only stayed another forty-eight hours in
Tomsk,

It was now clear to me that my work at Tomsk
and elsewhere was being absolutely wasted. During
my second visit to Tomsk I worked day and night
on economies and designs for the works, and had
made some progress, although it was in no way
commensurate with the efforts of my staff and myself.
I told my wife it was unlikely that we should be
returning to Tomsk. I now learned from Jerome
in Moscow that Lukatskoff had been removed to
the Timber Trusts.

So now I began to feel the hand of the director
In a more subtle manner. At the interview he men-
tioned something about trouble regarding the house
and that the landlord was going to bring a case at
the courts in Tomsk. We did not pay a great deal
of attention to this at the time and naturally forgot
the whole matter, listing it as personal malice on
the part of this man. But if I had forgotten it the
director had not.

I received a peremptory summons to attend a
general court at Tomsk, where all disputes are tried
on Communist lines. A civil code has recently been
adopted throughout Russia, but only those of proved
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